
Summer 2014

    

Museum of the Berkeley Springs     P.O. Box 99     Berkeley Springs, WV 25411

You’re Invited!
    

Come as you are, come as you were, 
come as you wish to be

     Begin by picking up your pass for the night’s events 
at the Museum of the Berkeley Springs, which will be 

open from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. for refreshments, 
tours and a preview of the new 

geology and fossil exhibit. 

     Receive your free museum membership, gift shop 
discounts and even snap a “selfie” in the old steam 

cabinet from the State Park Bathhouse. 

     Chat with your hostess, Rosa Suit of Castle fame, 
and other local luminaries from the past, returned to 

life for this evening only! 

     Stroll through Berkeley Springs State Park on a full 
moon night and play a croquet wicket or two on your 

way to... 

    

An Historic Evening in Berkeley Springs

Monday, September 8, 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Party at The Country Inn!

     Tickets at Chamber of Commerce, 127 Fairfax 
Street, or call 304-258-3738. 

     Ticketholders get 10% discount on food at The 
Park View Restaurant that evening. For reservations, 

call 304-258-0222 

Proceeds benefit the Museum of the Berkeley Springs.

Dessert reception  •  Cash bar   •   Limited to 100 guests. 
$30 per person     

     Is summertime the busiest time of year? It 
sure feels that way at the Museum of the Berkeley 
Springs—we’re a happenin’ place these hot days. It’s 
nice and cool inside the museum however!

     We’ve extended the hours, with the museum open 
every day in July and August, as well as an extra hour 
on Saturdays before the Summer Concerts in the 
Park. We’re tracking those results closely to help de-
termine the hours we want to offer in the autumn.

     To cover the new hours, we’ve interviewed and 
hired new docents, which include Ivory Bittorie, Lara 
Glory, Sharon Blanchfield and Lisa Parker. They join 
head docent Kate Lehman and facility manager 
docent Marvin Keener in keeping the museum up 
and running and welcoming visitors.

      We had 39 young people ages 5 to 12 from the 
Parks and Rec summer program visit us in July. The
         continued next page

Message from Executive Director
Beth Rowland



the virtual museum and to process gift shop sales.

     We are grateful for this recognition from the town 
and county of the museum’s value for both visitors 
and residents; thank you to all! 

Message from the Executive Director 
cont.
800-lb crystal and our fossils are the big hits with this 
crowd, though the crystal seems to become our “800-
lb diamond” in the retelling by the younger set. 

     The nice follow-through we see after kids visit, as 
when the second graders visited back in June, is that 
their entire families often visit within a few weeks. 
That’s the best sort of advertising.

     More groups are scheduled to visit for special 
tours, including 55 Plus coming in September. If you 
belong to or know of a group that would like to have 
a personalized tour of the museum, just let us know. 
You can pop us a message at 
history@museumoftheberkeleysprings.com or give 
me a call at 304.258.9220.

     In fact, I always welcome your thoughts and 
suggestions on the museum; please feel free to get in 
touch.

A Note of Thanks
     
     Funding for the Museum of the Berkeley Springs 
comes from  a variety of sources: membership, 
donations, gift shop sales, and grants for specific 
exhibits. But central to the museum’s operation is the 
financial support from both the Town of Bath and the 
Morgan County Commission.

     This year, we are pleased to share that both groups 
recognized both what the museum means to the town 
and county and what we can accomplish in the future 
with their on-going support financial support. 

      From the hotel/motel taxes collected by local 
lodging places on the rooms rented to tourists, the 
museum was awarded $2,000 from the Town of Bath 
and $5,000 from the County Commission.

      These funds are being used to support the 
additional hours the museum is open this summer 
and fall, the refurbishment of existing-but-aging 
exhibits, upgrades to the virtual museum website and 
the introduction of tablets to connect visitors to 

    Flashes of light catch the eye in the museum’s gift 
shop with these beautiful blown-glass hummingbirds 
and hummingbird feeders from Appalachian Glass in 
Weston. Both come in a wide array of colors.

      The hummingbirds sell for $12 each and the 
hummingbird feeders sell for $25. Remember, though, 
museum members receive a 10% discount in the gift 
shop.

      We’re working to expand the gift shop’s offerings 
with lots of new items available including new books. 
Stop in when you have a few minutes and see what’s 
new!

eeff

New in the Gift Shop

eeff

     Now that school is starting for the year, remember 
students can use the Virtual Museum at 

www.museumoftheberkeleysprings.com 

for their papers and research projects on everything 
from geology and Native Americans to noted historic 
figures like James Rumsey.
    
     There’s super information there for all ages and it’s 
free!

Got Info?

eeff



A Message from the President
Jeanne Mozier

Geology is destiny!  

     That’s the underlying fact of Berkeley Springs. It’s 
also the heading for the newest section of the geolo-
gy exhibit. The update was inspired by 2012’s arrival 
of the giant crystal from U.S. Silica which visiting 
kids call an 800 pound diamond. The first updated 
segment to be debuted at the September 8 fundraiser 
displays both the mind-boggling geologic timeline of 
the area and Morgan County’s rich fossil lode. Hard to 
imagine factoids are introduced.  

     Remember 542 million BC? It was a good year in 
the Appalachian region which was a shallow sea. Less 
than 50 million years later, both the Potomac and 
Cacapon rivers were tracing their path. Fast forward 
another 100 million years and our mountains were 
more than a mile high! Sandstone arrived in about an-
other 100 million years or so. Finally came the famed 
warm mineral springs emerging from the mountains 
about 260 million BC. To put this in perspective—the 
Himalayas are just 50 million years old.  

     How old are the displayed fossils from the neigh-
borhood? Most are mineral hardened remains of 
marine animals and plants that date back to another 
excellent vintage year—500 million BC, give or take 
a few million years here and there. Morgan County is 
so rich in fossils that schoolchildren in Great Cacapon 
string them into necklaces. A Hancock youth in the 
early ‘60s discovered three new types of fossils at the 
sand mine and was allowed to officially name them.  
Most in the museum’s collection come from the gen-
erosity of local fossil magnet, “Rocklady” Lorenzo.  

     My favorite part of the new section is the t-shirt 
display explaining our old friend Si 14, the mineral 
that made Berkeley Springs what it is today.  

     

Here’s a hot fashion tip about your silicon shirt: you 
can wear it to Hell…it melts at 2577º F and doesn’t 
boil until 5252 º F.

     

History Tidbits

A Note about Membership
     Beginning in January 2014, the dues cycle will 
run for a calendar year term. All current mem bers 
will have their year extended to January 2015. For 
any membership-related question, please contact 
museumtheresa@gmail.com.

     The museum is dedicated to telling our area’s 
story as accurately as possible. We’re always 
researching even when an exhibit is not imminent. 

     And we often turn up interesting tidbits.  Visitors 
to the museum inevitably ask questions about 
Berkeley Castle so we like collecting little “secrets” 
to tell them like Rosa Suit’s habit of smoking at a 
time when few women did.   

     Or her husband Samuel Suit’s passport 
application that describes him as 5’6” and of 
medium build.  

     Or that young Washington, D.C. architect 
Snowden Ashford (not the designer of the castle but 
of the later gatehouse) married the oldest Crichton 
girl, Antoinette, who lived at the Ravenswood estate 
which extended from today’s Rockwell Circle down 
the hill to Biser Street.

     Have any historic “gossip” you’d like to share?  
Just drop us a note, email or tell a docent. We plan 
to make this a regular part of the museum 
newsletter so share your history tidbits with us!



Yes!  I want to join or renew
 m

y m
em

bership and be part of the 
w

ork of preserving the rich history of Berkeley Springs.
      I understand that m

em
bership in the M

useum
 of the Berkeley 

Springs offers m
e invitations to special events throughout the year, 

and entitles m
e to a 10%

 discount at the m
useum

’s gift shop. 
Business m

em
bers are linked to the w

ebsite. Sponsors also have a 
w

ebsite ad and are featured in the useum
. 

Sponsor $250 ______      Business $100 _____      Fam
ily $25 _____

 
Individual $15 _______      

Special additional donation $___________ 

_______I w
ant to volunteer. Please call m

e! 

N
am

e _________________________________________________
A

ddress _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________ 
E-m

ail ________________________

Send checks to 
Th

e M
useum

 of the Berkeley Springs
PO

 Box 99 
Berkeley Springs, W

V
 25411

Th
e M

useum
 of the Berkeley Springs is recognized by the IRS as 

a 501(c)(3) organization. Your donations are tax deductible to the 
am

ount allow
able by law.

Th
ank you!

The Museum of the Berkeley Springs
P.O. Box 99
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411

    Inside

    •    You’re Invited!

    •    Geology is Destiny

    •    Gift Shop news

    •    A special thanks

          and more!

 


